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Snowpack & Water Supply Update
Upper Snake River Advisory Meeting– April 8, 2026



Statewide snowpack peaked on March 17

• Peaked at 68% of normal

• Peaked ~ 3 weeks earlier 
than normal



Snowpack conditions above Milner

• Peaked at 73% of normal

• Peaked ~ 3 weeks earlier 
than normal on 3/17



Peak snowpack date & amount



Influence of snow course data on basin-SWE
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Snowpack by elevation above Milner



https://nsidc.org/snow-today/snow-viewer



Mid-March heat dome event



Winter temperature rankings

• Idaho temperature ranking

• Teton County, WY temperature ranking



Even the high elevation snowpack is melting

Elevation = 9,820-ft,



The snow is melting rapidly



Sub-basin snowpack conditions

Peak SWE SWE remaining



April 1 sub-basin snowpack conditions

SWE remainingSWE remaining



Summary of snowpack conditions



Snake River at Heise streamflow forecast

April 1: 77% of normal at 50% exceedance forecast 



Streamflow Forecasts on April 1



Streamflow Forecasts on April 1



Streamflow Forecasts on April 1



El Nino next fall?



El Nino next winter?



Find up to date information here

Idaho Snow 
Survey webpage

Interactive 
conditions map

Email: Erin.Whorton@usda.gov



April 2026 Water Board Operations 
Forum Meeting

Date: April 9, 2026

Presenter: Brian Stevens



Current Conditions
3.07 MAF in storage
76% full
105% of 91’-20’ Average
407 KAF lower than last year

4200 cfs this morning 7500 cfs this morning

4900 cfs this morning



Runoff Forecasts

2023: 160% normal
2024: 111% normal
2025: 123% normal
2026: 77% normal
2026: 63% of last year

2023: 220% normal
2024: 112% normal
2025: 109% normal
2026: 38% normal
2026: 35% of last year

Above King Hill

Above King Hill



Apr-Jul Snake Above Heise Outlook

2026 (70%)

2001 (50%)
1977 (36%)

2025 (76%

1931 (46%) 1992 (50%)





April Snow course 
Measurements Above Heise

2026
1977



April Snow course Measurements 
in Upper Henrys – Island Park

2026
1977



April Snow 
Course 

Measurements

2026 is a new 
historic low 
April course 

measurement 
at 30 of 57 
sites above 

Snake River at 
King Hill, ID, 

HUC 1704



1991 (Wet): 126% future WY precip.
Peak 93% full

2001 (Dry): 65% future WY precip.
Peak 81% full

Full

2025: 67% future WY precip.
Peak 90% full

2026: potential peak storage in 
range of 76% full into the 90s% full

Median peak 89% full



Notes
1. No Milner spill in the outlook
2. Potentially Jackson FRM in the May timeframe
3. Anticipating very low reservoir levels this fall
4. Previously projected 60 KAF rental from Water 

District 1 for flow augmentation will be 0 KAF, 
i.e. not rented.  Difference for same flow 
augmentation total from the Upper Snake, 132 
KAF, anticipated to be supplied by Palisades 
Powerhead Space.

5. 2026 Windshield Snow Survey
1. Friday May 15th

2. Public Information Meeting previous day, 
Thursday May 14th



Contacts for Operations and Information
Snake River Area Office
– Ryan Alcorn - Area Manager

208-292-9353, ralcorn@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-677-6901, mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Manager
– 208-670-0761 (primary cell)
– 208-650-4106 (alternate cell)
– bstevens@usbr.gov

11

Columbia-Pacific Northwest Regional Office
– Chris Runyan – Hydraulic Engineer, Real Time Operations

208-378-5273 (office), 208-912-3338  (mobile)
crunyan@usbr.gov

– Pete Cooper – Hydraulic Engineer, Real Time Operations
– 208-378-5037 (office), 986-200-5902 (mobile) 
– pcooper@usbr.gov

mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov


Upper Snake Advisory Committee
Idaho Power Update

4/09/2026

John Hildreth



WY2026 Upper Snake Operations

10% Exceedance Median Percent of Normal 90% Exceedance
30-yr Average 

(RFC)

IPC 2,772                     2,423                 73% 2,193                          3,304                   

NWRFC 3,800                     2,706                 82% 2,411                          3,304                   

NRCS 2,810                     2,410                 73% 2,070                          3,304                   

USBR/USACE 2,300                 70% 3,304                   

April-July Heise Natural Forecast (KAF)



Snake River Flow Conditions Current

CY2025 CY2026



Columbia River FRM:
USACE Forecast 4/3/26



Columbia River FRM:
Pool Elevation Requirements



WY 2026 HCC Operations

 

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

                                                                

 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 
 
  

  
  

 
  

  
  

  
 

   
   

   
   
   

   
   

  
  

  
 

              
          

              
          

                   

          

                   

          

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

                                                                

 
  

 
 
  

  
 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 
  

 
  

  
  

 

                                                          

                 
          

                 
          

                 

      

            
               

                                        
                                               

                                           

                                        



IWRB Managed Recharge Program
Upper Snake River Advisory Committee 

Meeting
Neal Farmer – Recharge Program

Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov

April 9, 2026

Feb. 15, 2017 ‘Snow-pocalypse’ 





107,637 AF - 158 day season



Recharge Diversions Volume Dec. 1st – 
Feb.15th = 37,127  AF

Flow Past Milner Dam Volume Dec. 1st – 
Feb. 15th = 37,074 AF



NSCC

82,234 AF

14,054 AF

SWID
11,350 AF

TFCC

Total Natural Flow Water Recharged
2025-2026 Season   107,637 AF 

IWRB Recharge - Oct 18th to Mar. 25th

Lower Valley Volume = 107,637 AF 

Recharge Diversion Rate – 0 cfs

Provisional Values



Wind Effects on Milner Operations



Milner Dam Gage
-pool levels drop-

Gage Below 
Minidoka Dam

-pool levels rise-

Wind Effects on Milner Operations

Land Surface Elevation Color Zones

6000 feet elevation

3673 feet elevation

Burley

Lake Walcott



~ 3 x magnitude difference

Wind Effects on Milner Operations
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